Hindu Mahasabha by its appeasement of Muslims,,
and the Muslim League by its national character.
Britain therefore naturally decided to make up with
the enemies of the Nation.
The Congress being pledged to an anti-imperialist
policy, found in its pledges an insuperable obstacle to
associating with a Government which denied India
honourable partnership in the War. Butt the Con-
gress was in unexpected difficulties. No politically-
minded Indian had any faith left in the British pro-
mises. Gandhiji, with his uncanny power of produc-
ing formulas which could keep differing sections of
his followers together, produced the new formula of
non-co-operation with the war effort. Congressmen
saw in it the wished for programme. The non-
Gandhians found in it an anti-imperialist front; the
Gandhians, the long cherished pacifist challenge to
war. This non-co-operative attitude of the Congress
imposed upon Congressmen the urgent need for deve-
loping some kind of mass resistance so as to escape
disintegration. At the same time the life and death
struggle (through which Britain was passing made it
impossible for her to deal with this internal menace
with kid gloves.
The Congress policy fluctuated between pacifism
and the desire to participate in the War on honour-
able terms. On July, 6, 1940 Gandhiji as the apostle
of Non-violence announced that if the Congress sticks
to its policies it is sure to find its way to its goal even
before the war is over, provided they are purely,
truly and demonstrably non-violent. But on the 28th
July, the A.I.C.C. assemble^ at Poona declared
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